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Religious Dissipation. 


There are many people who are never easy unless they 
are attending some religious assembly ; hearing a sermon, 
a lecture, or a prayer ; going about to all kinds of mission- 
ary meetings, and all sorts of clerical conventions ; receiv- 
ing exhortations, and perhaps makiag them; listening to 
the recital of experiences, and then in turn reciting their 
own ; crowding round a show of Cheroisee children, or 
conversing with a convert from New-Zezland ; never easy, 
sa tact, unless while they are trespassing on their real du- 
ties, by the fruitless performance of imagiuary ones. They 
must have the bell of the meeting-house rung every other 
day, and the doors of the school-house opened every other 
night ; but their own house may take care of itself. The 
Choctaw youth must be attended to, it would be a sin to 
neglect ‘hem ; but in the mean time their own offspring 
are running wild, and making rapid advances toward a 
state of barbarism, or, which is still worse, by being obli- 
ged to go through the same round of, to them, insuffera- 
bly tedious ceremonies, are imbibing a fatal distaste for re- 
ligion itself, which they will perhaps never get over as 
long as they live. 

1 am quite ready to allow that a large portion of such 
people are sincere in these praetices, and that they go to 
meeting every day in the week with the best and most se- 
rious motives in the world. Without, at present, saying 
any thing of the erroneous views of this portion, | intend 
to take some notice of another, equally as large, whose 
conduct is not so purely actuated, and to enumerate some 
of the worldly and selfish motives, which, I] have every 
reason to beheve, enter into, and alloy, their perpetual at- 
tention to religious forms and exercises. In doing this, ] 
shall not merely propose, unless | greatly deceive myself, a 
eaptious and groundless theory, but shall draw my infer- 
ences and statements from what I have myself remarked 
of the characters of those persons, who are wonderfully 
busy and panetual in every spiritual obseyvance, com- 
manded and not commanded, especially the latter, without 
being at all more virtuous or pious, so far as 1 could see, 
than their nighbours. 


I am pretty confident then, that motives of vanity have 
considerable influence over this class of devotees. It is 


uot enough that they are seen in the house of worship one 
day in seven. Every body else is seen there too, and they 
are not noticed in the crowd. This gives them no distine- 
tion—they have nothing to do—people are on that day as- 
sembled together to worship God, and not to talk about 
themselves ; and there isuo opportunity to exercise any 
yarticular gilts, or show off any remarkable graces. Neith- 


er can they, on the Sunday,expect to obtain any special/a preacher. 


prayer meeting, or an inquiry meeting, held by a select 
number, at an unusual season, or in an unusual place, the 
scene is reversed, and they can make themselves of some 
importance. ‘The spell of silence is taken off, and they 
can display their acquirements and their acuteness, and 
can handle the most knotty points of divinity without the 
least symptom of fear or modesty, and can measure their 
spiritual growth with much apparent meekness, and con- 
fess the vileness of their nature, and the enormity of their 
sins, With much real pride, and while they ure calling 
themselves worms, mean all the time fhat they are the 


chosen of God’s creatures. “in the multitude of dreams, 


and many words,” says the wise man, “there are also divers 
vanities.” It isno small thing fur those, who could never 
have hoped for distinction in any other way, to be accoun- 
ted in their neighbourhood cunning expounders of Scrip- 
ture, or astonishingly gifted in prayer, or fearful wrestlers 
with Satan. And even if they do not happen to possess 
any great flow of words, or store of superficial knowledge, 
thay can at least be gratified by the personal attentions of 
the minister, and gain considerable credit for unusual piety, 
and remarkable absorbtion in heavenly things. Now in 
the common concerns of life vanity is bad enough, but 
what shall we say of those who introduce it into their re- 
ligion, and before the presence of God? ‘And are there 
not many such ? 


Another motive with a number of these constant fre- 
quenters of religious meetings, is a love of excitement, 
change, novelty, and gossippiug. ‘That same restlessness 
of temperament, which is the root of all dissipatien, is also 
the origin of its religious variety ; for what is the spirit 
and essence of dissipation of any kind, but a perpetual de- 
sire of finding that pleasure abroad, which caunot be found, 
or which cannot be felt, at home? And where is the 
mighty difference between the dissipation of the church, 
or the conventicle, and the dissipation of the ball room, the 
theatre, or the tea-table? I confess that I see very little. 
Many of those whe now run after every preacher, aud 
are profuse of their presence at every prayer meeting, are 
the very people, who, engaged by objects of another class, 
would be seen at every dance, raree show, and assembly, 
the foremost of the forward, aud the giddiest of the giddy ; 
or etse. perhaps, Wasting the precious time of their more 
sober and domestic acquaiutance, in endless details aud 
disquisitions of fashion, dress, amusement, parties, faces, 
furniture, politics, and scandal. For my own part I pre- 
fer the Jatter kind of dissipation to the former. I would 
much rather hear flippancy discussing frippery, than quo 
ting scripture. [would listen with infinitely more com- 
placency and patience to a kuot of triflers criticising the 
gesture and pronunciation of a play actor, than to a knot 





of more solemn triflers engaged with the tones and text of 
I think ignorance appears to greater advan- 


attention from the clergyman, nor hold any discussions |tage in settling a point of etiquette, than enforcing a point 
with the elders, or deacons, or heads of the parish, butiof Calvinism; and that vanity is more appropriately em- 


ave compelled to go home in the returning throng of men, 
women, aad children, and pass their thresholds in quiet- 


{ . e 
ployed in arranging a party to a watering place, than in 


appointing a mission to the Indies. But tolly would hard- 


ness, 2nd sit down to their Bibles in silence, and, if possi-'ly be folly, if it always kept within its own proper depart - 


ble. with humilitv. ‘This will not do at all; there is no 
relish, no savour, init; nothing to lift up the hearts of lit- 


;ment ; and therefore, among the rest of its excursions, it 
jhas intruded into the domains of religion; and there it 


‘le men, or satisfy the greedy self consequence of bustling) walks about with a demure gait and a lengthened fuce,— 
mnt insienificant women. Butetaconterence meeting, aiwhich are cirermetances, bu the hve, that prove it to be a 
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stranger—but still with the same heart, and the same dis- 
position, and the same spirit, with which it danced among 
ihe vanities in the hanats of worldly pleasure, and jomed 
its voice to the wild chorus of merriment and riot. 


A third motivyeisthe idea which many entertain, that 
there is a positive merit in attending religious meetings, 
apart from the instruction which they may afford. They 
imagine that this scrupulous and incessant attendance will 
atone fer other negligences, and fill up some ugly blanks in 
their moral deportment ; and that therefore it is a prudent 
thing for them to compound tor duties with ceremonies, 
and divert the scrutiny of conscience and of Heaven from 
the substance to the shadow oi piety. Andthey sit hour 
after hour, and join in the various exercises of devotion, 
in the hope of divesting themselves of a burthen of anxi. 
ety which in spite of themselves hes heavil¥ on their minds, 
nud of compromising a question between holiness and the 
forms of holiness, which in truth, admits of no compro- 
mise. They cherish a deception, and a self-deception ; and 
they will not be undeceived, because their prejudices op- 
pose all rational views of the real objects of worship, and 
because their hopes urge them to pursue a routine of ob- 
servances, which so cheaply satisfies their fears. 


Some people are always geing to church, lecture, and 
conference, because they have nothing else to do—that is 
to say, because there is nothing else that they w7!/ do—for 
if we were disposed to do all our duty, we should never 
lack employment. They feel their time lying hke a weight 
upon them, and they go aud throw it off ina meeting house, 
because they can get rid of it there, not only without re- 
proach, but with some credit. They roam from a prayer- 
meeting to an inquiry mecting, and trom one pulpit to an- 
other, to wear away the hours, and bring about sleeping 
time. They are spiritual idlers, who, to be sure, may as 
well be at church as lolling at home or sanutering in the 
streets, but who are by no means to be particularly com- 
mended for making religion a pretence for their laziness. 


Such are some of the motives which give rise to outside 
Jevotion. No person of observation will deny their ex- 
istence and influence ; and no person of good sense will 
claim for them any desert. But I have allowed that oth- 
ers are actuated by purer motives. [I am sure that very 
many of those who so assiduously wait on the various as- 
semblies and exercises connecte:| with religion, do so from 
the persnasicn that they are engaged ina high and actual 
duty, and are performing what is well pleasing in the sight 
of God. However much I may respect the feelings of 
such persons—and I do most sincerely respect them—I can- 
not but lament their erroneous views, and [ cannot give 
up my conviction that their conduct proceeds from mista- 
ken impressions. 


They entertain the idea, as it seems to me, that they can- 
not be properly religious, nor perform the proper acts of 
religion, except when they are attending on its stated min- 
istrations. They are not aware that religion loves the 
fire-side as well as the altar, and leads us to the latter, 
principally that we may be taught to estimate the joys 
an discharge the duties of the former. They divorce re- 
ligion from morality, and devotion from holiness, without 
cousidiering that they are only beautiful in union. They 
see not that by giving too much time to the means of grace 
they may neglect their end, and sin against God in the 
house of God. The eye of Heaven rests as complacently 
on the family circle, as on the congregation of Worship- 
pers; and the congregation have worshipped in vain, if 
they do uot return better fathers and mothers, sons and 
daughters, husbands and wives, brothers and sisters, than 
they went ; and worse than in vain, if while joining in 
prayer, or listening to an exhortation, their domestic ar- 
vangements have been disturbed, and the beings who de- 
pended on their care have suffered for the want of it. 
The duties which are nearest to us, are those which are to 
be first discharged! ; the persons who are immediately con- 





~~ 


nected with us have the earliest and the strougest claims on 
our attention, for if we do not attend to them, who will ? 
aud why did God place them under our protection, or give 
them a right to our service, if he did not mean that we 
should protect and serve them? There is one day in sev- 
en set apart for public worship. IJsit not enough? Who 
shall ask Him who appoiuted the Sabbath, why he did not 
ordain its more frequent recurrence? St dsenough. It is 
enough ior public instruction and social devotion. Let 
family or private prayer, and the reading of the Bible, 
that fountain of religious knowledge, complete our reli- 
gious discipline. If two sermons on the Sunday, together 
with our own devotions and meditations, and the use of 
the Scriptures, are not enough to regulate our conduct for 
the rest of the week, either the sermons are very misera- 
ble, or our memories are very short, or our understandings 
are very shallow, or our hearts are very cold. 


I always suspect the religion, which leads people too often 
from home. There must necessarily be in it a deficiency 
of reason or of feeling, or a superabundance of pretence 
andform. I mean not to disparage the institutions of pub- 
lic and social religion. I delight to see a village pointed 
out by its churth spire. I delight to hear the voice ot 
praise filling the house of God. [| delight to behold those 
who enjoy the blessings of Christianity, endeavouring to 
diffuse them by every su table means in every possible 
place. But I hate to see a man leaving his business ox 
trade, to be instructed in the doctrine of total depravity 
or to talk solemn fustien himself; and [hate to see a wo- 
man take all her religion to church or conveuticle, and 
let her own house burn up, if it will, with every thing in 
it, while she is dissolving in tears at some shocking story 
about the Hindoo widows who burn themselves.—Oh ! 
why will we not make religion the unreserved and smiling 
companion of our hearts and our homes and our duties, 
instead of forcing ber to be the object of formal and mys 
terious and lifeless ceremony.—Unilariun Miscellany. 


From the (Boston) Universalist Magezine 
REMARKS ON HEBREWS vi. 4, 5, 6 
[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 152.] 


Dut even supposing the disputed proposition were gran 
ted, and we allow that unless those of whom the apostle 
spake in the text are renewed again unto repentance, they 
must be miserable in the eternal state, it does not follow 
from the text that those characters may not be renewe! 
unto repentance. But the opposer will say ; the apostle 
says it is impossible to renew them again unio repentance 
Reply : See Mat. xix. 26,“ But Jesus beheld them, and 
said unto them, with men this impossible ; but with God 
all things are possible.” Here let the candid question be 
asked ; have we any right to understand the apostle ino 
way to contradict the testimony of Jesus? This question 
settles the point at once ; and the opposer, if candid, will 
now acknowledge that the text has no force to maintain 
the doctrine of endless punishment. But our labor is not 
done yet, for it seems necessary to present the reader with 
the apostle’s subject and meaning. 


When, in the chapter preceding this, in which our text 
is found, the apostle had occasion to speak of Melchisedec, 
he adds ; “of whom we have many things to say, and hard 
to be uttered ; seeing ye are dull of hearing. For when 
for the time ye ought to be teachers, ve have need that one 
teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles 
of God ; and are become such as have need of milk, and 
not of strong meat.” Here carefully notice the situation 
of those to whom the apostle wrote, as stated by him: 
and carefuily observe what he means by the first principles 





of the oracles of God. ‘The chapter which coutains our 
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text begins thus : “Therefore, leaving the principles of the 
doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection.” Here it 
seems evident that what just before he called the first prin- 
ciples of the oracles of God, the apostle here calls “the 
principles of the doctrine of Christ.” In order to make the 
apostle’s meaning, as far as we have proceeded, as plain as 
possible, let us simplify it by saying, that he spake to the 
Hebrew christians as a preceptor might speak to scholars, 
who having made a good beginning in the rudiments, first 
principles, or elements of learning, had grown dull, and in 
room of progressing as they ought, had become forgetful 
even of what they had learned, and needed to be put back 
even to their alphabet. And after giving them a suitable 
reprimand, should further say , come, now, leaving these 
elements behind, let us goon and perfect ourselves in the 
science which we have begun. 


These elements, or first principles, the apostle mentions 
a: follows ; “Not laying again the foundation of repentance 
from dead works, and of faith toward God, of the doctrine 
of baptisms, and of laying on of hands, and of resurrec- 
tion of the dead, and of eternal judgment.” Here notice, 
with due caution, that the first particular which the apos- 
tle named, in this catalogue, is repentance from dead works ; 
and further notice the reason which he gives why these 
first principles may be left, which he states in our text; 
because, if those who had been initiated into the christian 
dispensation and faith, by means of these first principles, 
should apostatize, it would be impossible for those, who 
should remain steadfast, to recover the apostates unto re- 
pentance, which was the first of the first principles by 
which they were turned from the dead works of the Jewish 
traditions to the service of God in the gospel. 


We may simplify this idea as foilows: A scholar who 
has passed through the first elements or principles of a lan- 
guage comes to a difficult sentence in his exertises in par- 
sing ; he is confused, and comes to erroneous conclusions. 
What must the preceptor do in this case ? must he put the 
pupil into his alphabet? No, he must turn him over to 
his rules of Syntax It is evident that it was that peculiar 
kind of repentance which was necessary to turn the Jews 
from their carnal ordinances, unto which the apostle says 
it is impossible to renew those who should fall away ; and 
we have, therefore, no reason to believe that this inspired 
author meant to represent wicked characters, who could 
not be cleansed, from their sins, by any possible means in 
the divine power. Indeed, the apostle follows the text, 
under consideration, with an account of the divine deal- 
ings with those apostates. See verses 7, 8, “For the earth, 
which drinketh in the rain that cometh oft upon it, and 
bringeth forth herbs, meet for them by whom it is dressed, 
receiveth blessings from God; but that which beareth 
thorns and briars is rejected, and is nigh unto cursing ; 
whose end is to be burned,” Here the effectual method, 
by which the skilful busbandman subdues the wild plants 
of nature is used to signify that God is able to cleanse the 
most briary soil. 

Having, in the first place, shown, as is believed, that 
this passage has been erroneously used to oppose the doc- 
trine of God’s unlimited grace ; and secondly, what the 
apostle meant by the text, it seems proper to suggest to 
readers, and especially opposers, the propriety of being 
guarded against traditional opinions, and to be cautious 
how theyapply the divine testimony. Nothing is more 
common than for believers in endless punishment to quote 
some such text as has here been considered, in the confident 
belief that it proves the dark, the dismal doctrine true; 
and when the reply has shown that the text means no such 
thing, in room of being satisfied, the man is off in a mo- 
ment after another text, which he will quote with triumph, 
and feel a sort of satisfaction in believing that this last 
passage cannot be cleared up as the other was; but in a 
few minutes more he sees this also does not apply to his 


in room of waiting to get a clear understanding of the 
whole matter, he is away after another text; and so he 
goes on, from one passage to another, without clearly un- 
derstanding any one passage, until he has forgotten where 
he begun, and is duly prepared to begin there again. 

The writer of this article is induced, by many consider- 
ations, humbly to request those of the clergy, and others, 
who have long contended for that doctrine of eternal mis- 
ery, Which is so revolting to every benevolent feeling in 
the human breast, and so dishonorable to the wisdom and 
government of our common Father, in heaven, to come to 
the reasonable resolve to give the whole subject a candid & 
patient investigation. Reflecting at the same time, that 
very many opinions, which have been considered as most 
sacredly true, are now entirely abandoned, which ought 
to suggest the probability of the erroneousuess of some 
which still retain the confidence of those who have been 
in the habit of thinking that their creed was too sacred 
to be investigated. H. B. 


From the (Boston) Universalist Magasine. 


“THE HOPES OF THE UNIVERSALIST 
TRIED.” 


ANOTHER ORTHODOX STORY. 

“Mr. , was once a regular worshipper 
in an orthodox church, and in common with other 
families of his flock, the pastor visited his, and in 
conversing with him, found him always pleased 
till he came to the idea of punishment, and partic- 
alarly eternal punishment —This particularly 
displeased him: he would always reply to the 
pastor that he did not believe that God ever made 
any body to damn them.” When conversed with 
about the influence of his conduct over his child- 
ren, he became very angry, and denied that he 
was accountable for their misconduct. He quit, 
however, almost entirely, attending church, and 
soon became intemperate. Itwas not long, till 
in the course of God’s providence, he was called 
to die. When sick he sent in great haste for his 
old pastor. The minister not being at home, a 
second messenger was soon dispatched after him. 
When the minister arrived, and had inquired as 
to his views of entering into eternity ; ‘Oh,’ cays 
he, ‘Iam of all men most miserable ! pray for 
me—I’ve but a short time to live, and am altogeth- 
er unfit todie.’ The grounds of his former hopes 
now forsook him forever. After the minister had 
left him, which was at a late hour of the night— 
his anguish of mind, and pain of body increasing, 
he sent before daylight for a pious physician, and 
when he came, he begged he would pray for him, 
with which he complied. He continued in this 
wretched state till near day-light, when he expir- 
ed. Not quite twenty-four hours were given 
him to prepare foreternity. He had been some- 
what unwell before ; but not considered danger- 
ously so, till the day before he died. In the 
morning he was taken ill, in the evening was fall 
of pain of body, and horror of mind ; and before 
the next rising sun he was in eternity. ‘ When 








subject ; and as soon asa glimmer of light shows him this, 





distress and_angnish come upon the wicked ; then 
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shall they call upon me, but I will not answer— 
they shaii seek me early, but shall not find me. 
Terrors shall make the wicked afraid. His con 
fidence shall be rooted out : He shall be chased 
out of the world.’ ”’—Curis. Gaz. 





REMARKS. 

The above piece is taken from “ Zion's Herald” for July 
7th, 1824, and is written in the true spirit of orthodoxy ; 
and is one of the many, of those moukish stories that are so 
industriously hawked about town and country gratis, 
wholesale and retail, by a set of iguorant, fanatical, reli- 
gious gossips. 


It is truly diverting to notice that these stories are child- 
ren of parents who are ashamed, or cfraid to own them ; 
and that the writer and publisher always carefully con- 
ceals not only the name of “the Universalist,” the town in 
which he lived, but even the state, and every other circum- 
stance that could possibly be used as a clue to detect them 
in their malicions falsehoods. Religionists choose darl:ness 
rather than light because their deeds are evil. Error seeks 
concealment, but truth is naked, and seeks the light: it in- 
vites to investigation. Its friends are above disguise, or hy- 
pocrisy. and Jook upon all deceptive arts with sovereign 
contempt. A drowning man, it is said, will catch at a straw. 
‘The barborous doctrine of eternal torment, is fast expir- 
sng upon the altar of investigating reason, and the mean 
and contemptible subterfuges to which its much to be pit- 
ied votaries resort, to prop up its mouldering, crumbling 
fabric, show to a demonstration that every honorable 
means of support has failedthem. This story like others 
of the same manufacture, carries ifs own refutation on the 
very face of it. “Mr. .” we are told, “wus once a reg- 
ular worshipper in an orthodox church.” Now it is well 
known that the orthodox do not believe that their converts, 
or “regular worshippers,” can fiaally fall from grace ; yet 
it appears by this statement, that a “REGULAR” one did so 
far apostatize, “that he did not believe that God ever made 
any body to damn them.” But we know that it is one of 
the most important dogmas of orthodoxy, that God did 
make some people (the reprobates) to damn them to end- 
less torture. The Methodists, though formerly bitter ene- 
mies to Calvinism, arenow (in Zion’s Herald) giving it 
theirs. pport. Ineopying this story, they are circulating 
it among, and inculeating it upon their readers. ‘their 
founder, Mr. John Wesley, declared that the Calvinist God 
was his Devil. We see, however, that by publishing this 
story, and others of a similar nature, Herod and Pilate are 
made friends, for the purpose of degrading the Saviour and 
his gospel. ‘The Methodist Editor, by adopting this or- 
phan child, and giving it support and protection, tells us in 
lapguage not to be misunderstood, that he is its friend ; 
and that he approves the contemptible conduct of its ori- 
ginal authors. 





“The pastor,” we are informed, “in conversing with him 
‘the Universalist,) found him always pleased till he came 
to the idea of punishment, and particularly efernel pun- 
ashment.” “This particularly displeased him ; he would 
always reply to the pastor, that he did not believe that God 
ever made any body to damn them.” 


As to the insinuation that Universalists are displeased at 
the idea of punishment, we know it tobe false, but that 
they are particularly displeased at the barbarous idea of 
eternal, vindictive punishment we rejoice and feel gratified 
in admitting. The greatest crime he is charged with,. is 
that he was particularly displeased at the idea of eternal 
punishment, & not believing that God ever made any body to 
damn them. “When conversed with about the influence of 
his conduct over his children he became very angry,” &c. 
Does the Editor of Zion’s Herald believe, that God cver 
made any body todamn them? Woes he believe that he is 
accountable forthe conduct of his children, if he iastructs 


them in what he believes “the god aid right way.” As to 
the imsinuation that Universii -m leads to intemperance, 
it is no More new or true than the oUier parts of the story, 
It is easy to name more than one inten) crate Calvanist, or 
Methodist;—yes, more than one minister of each of these 
denominations that have been vot only intemperate in the 
common acceptation of the word, but who have been de- 
tected in crimes of the grossest nature. 


What must we think of that cause that is ¢onstantly re- 
sorting to slander and falsehood to supportitself? Ifa com- 
parison be made between the moral standing of the Uni- 
versalists and the orthodox, it will be in our favor notwith- 
standing the high pretensions. We do not perceive that 
those who make high professions of religion are any more 
pious than their more modest neighbors, who do not make 
any pretensions to supernatural operations. ‘These super- 
naturally converted professors really think themselves more 
holy than their neighbors. They speak of the licentious- 
ness of Universalism With no small degree of pharisaical 
pride. ‘They pretend to believe that a well-grounded 
hope in the Universal benevolence of our heavenly Father 
eannot stand the test of a dying hour! A man they sup- 
pose, must heartily believe that God will damn some body 
to all eternity, in order to die in peace, But if you cite 
them to persons who have found happiness in life, and 
peace in death, in believing in the final holiness and hap- 
piness of all men; they reply that it is written, the wicked 
have no bands in their death. If, however, some religious 
gossip tells the minister, that somebody did hear of some- 
body, that toid somebody, that somebody did see somebody 
that heard somebody say that somebody did know some- 
body (nobody knows where) that believed in Universal 
Salvation, and expressed fears in his death— The scene is 
again changed, and then it is written, “There is no peace 
to the wicked—Terrors shall make him afrail.—His sonfie 
dence shall be rooted out.~He shaili be chased out of the world.” 
Every paper devoted to the doctrine of endless misery, 
teems with the precious news. 


u 


Now we do like to see people consistent. But as long as 
their creeds are full of the grossest absurdities, it may with 
propriety be asked how is it possible ? The Calvinist be- 
lieves in unconditional election and reprobation,and though 
he believes the reprobates were from all eternity doomed 
toan eternal hell, yet hesays they may be saved! It is 
easy to see that what will inevitably take place, must and 
cannot be avoided, and though the Methodist tell us that 
there is an elernal hell, and that sinners will go there, and 
that all have sinned, and that God knows who will be 
damed, yet there is no need of it, and the very persons 
whom God’s omniscience sees in hell, may repent and be 
saved :—and though they say, that there is no necessity for 
any’s being damned, yet in order to be a good christian you 
must believe it, that is, it is necessary you should believe, 
what it is not necessary should be. 

Let Calvinists and Arminians reconcile the «ross absur- 
dities of their systems of faith—let them purify their own 
churehes—let them pluck the beam out of their own eyes 
before they, unasked, officiously meddle with other men’s 
matters. jfthis story be true let them tell the Universal- 
ist’s name. Let them name the town in which he lived 
Let them tell his pastor’s name, and the name of the plous 
physi¢ian who was called on, and prayed with him ; and 
then, and not till then, there will be some ground for be- 
leving it. 
ExviruaLet Cask, Ir. 


ORTHODOX WIT. 


A religious Anecdote has been circulated in the orthodox 
publications of the day, which savours of the folly and 
weakness of the opposers to God’s salvation. The story 
amounts to the following : 

A child discoursing with an adult person of “7'he Chil- 





dren in the Wood's,” (a famous story,) asked, (the Univez- 











RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 157 





oust 





salist, of course.) where the children went, when they di- 
ed? To Heaven, was the reply. Well, where did the 
wicked uncle go, when he died’ To Heaven, was the an- 
swer. Won't he kill thechildren agai? asked the child! 


This is a pretty Anecdote ; it will bear an improvement. 
Where did Uriah the Hittite go, when he died? To Heav- 
en. Where did David go, when he died? To Heaven. 
What ! They both goto Heaven? Won't David kill Uri- 
ah again? 

Where did the poor Christian go, whom Saul of Tarsus 
(afterwards Paul.) persecuted? To Heaven. Where did 
Paulgo? To Heaven. Won't Paul persecute them again ? 

But, where did Serretus go, when he died? To Heaven. 
Where did John Calvin, (his murderer) go? To Heaven. 
Won't Calvin roas! Servetus again ? 

The lovers of orthodox wit, may answer the above iuter- 
rogatories.—Gosp. Herald. 








FOR THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 
Mr. Editor.—If you think the following, worthy of a 
place in the columns of your very useful and valuable pa- 


per, you may insert it. 
NO. 1. 


It is mést obvious, thata being of infinite wisdom has 
some purpose or design in all that he does. Such a being 
cannot act without some motive ; consequently in the in- 
fliction of punishment upon the disobedient, there must be 
adesign. To say that God punishes the transgressor with- 
out any design, would argue a defect in his wisdom, good- 
ness, justice, love and merey—yea more, it would be to de- 
ny his wisdom, and consequently his existence, for a being 
divested of the attribute wisdom, could not consistently be 
aenominated God ; for the very idea of a God, conveys to 
the mind, not only infinite power, goodness, justice, mercy 
and love, but also infinite wisdom. As there must be a de- 
“ign in the infiiction of punishment upon the transgressor, 
we now proceed to inquire what that design can be. It is 
evident, as God is a being of infinite wisdom and unboun- 
ded goodness, he must in the infliction of punishment, de- 
sign the good of the punished. It cannot rationally be sup- 
posed, that the good to be derived from the infliction of 
prnishment, is augmenting the happiness, or essential glory 
of the Deity ; that, is incapable of addition, or diminution. 
Nor can we believe that the good to be derived by the in- 
fiiction of punishment, was ever designed for the benefit 
of some, to the exclusion of others, or that the misery of 
some intellectual beings, was never designed for their own 
good, but to augment the felicity of others; because this 
would argue partoality in the most MERCIFUL! yet it is be- 
lieved, that the punishment of some is often used as a war- 
ning to others ; as a manifestation of the evil consequen- 
ces of sin, and the importance of our guarding against it ; 
yet this good in relation to others, is not to the exclusion of 
good to the punished ; unless the punishment of sgme is 
lesigned to be endless, which I shall attempt to show, can- 
not be the case. 

Endless punishment or misery, cannot be reconciled with 
the idea of eflecting the good of the punished in the end— 
consequentiy, we argue that on this ground it cannot be 
true. Anendless duration of punishment, would render 
it impossible for the punished ever to be reclaimed, or to 
derive the least benefit from such punishment. Punish- 
ment for a certain limited period, may be, und has been of 
great utility tothe punished ; but, the moment it is design- 
ed to be endless, that moment all good to the sufferer, is 
forever excluded ; because an endless continuation of mis- 
ery, could never admit of a period, when good might come; 
if it could, it would not be endless. 


It is argued by some, that notwithstanding mercy pleads 
inbehalf’ of the sinner, vet justice demands Ais eternal 


misery. Butis it a fact that the justice of God demands 
this? Does reason dictate, or do the scriptures any where 
assert this? It isof the first importance, that we correct- 
ly understand this subject. From the sacred record of 
God, and from reason, it is evident, that justice forbids, 
equally with mercy, the endless misery of mankind ; and 
the very reason why endless misery should not be inflicted, 
is, because it would be unjust. Good to the sufferer, is the 
object of punishment ; and nothing short of this, would 
render punishment just. Strike out good, as the object, of 
punishing the transgressor, and his punishment at once be- 
comes unjust. 

But, says the objector, if the benefit of the punished, be 
not the object of justice, in inflicting endless misery; may it 
not be defended as just, on this ground,—that it wall, in the 
great scale of events, be an incalculable blessing to the in- 
telligent system? Reply :—That endless injustice should 
be done to some, in perpetuating their misery, as a blessing 
to others, cannot be defended upon the principle of justice. 
But admitting that any individuai, could be more happy 
by the endless suffering of a fellow creature; yet that hap- 
piness would not render im the least degree, the misery 
of the sufferer just. It would beas great an act of injus- 
tice to the sufferer, as tho’ no being derived the least benefit 
from his sufferings ; consequently the belief, that the saints 
in heaven, will be happier on beholding the miseries of 
the damned in hell, is without any foundation in justice, 
and evinces that such felicity is predicated on supposition 
only. 

but says the objector, if the Scpreme has threatened 
the sinuer with endless punishment, his truth demands 
that it shal] be inflicted, if justice does not. Reply :—If 
God has threatened to punish the wicked with endless mis- 
ery, We grant, that in that case, truth would require it. 
But God has no where in the scriptures, threatened the 
sinner With endless misery. Sin and misery, are cause 
and consequence : they are inseparably connected. Con- 
sequently, inorder for misery to be endless, sin must be 
endless too ; for endless misery as an effect of sin, cannot 
be, unless sin be endless likewise. But so far from this be- 
ing the case, we are assured ip the emphatic language of 
scripture, that Christ “will finish sin, make an end of trans- 
gression” &e. Of course he wi!l make an end of misery ; 
becauze sin, which is the cause, being finished, or destroyed, 
misery which is the effect must cease. 





We will now attend. in as concise a manner as possible, 
to the scriptural account of this subject. Will Christ rec- 
oncile all things to himself?—Yes. Is “God in Christ ree- 


jonciling the world” &c.? Yes. Consequently, when this 


reconciliation shall be consumated, sin and misery will 
come to an end.—*All the natious, kindreds, and families 
of the earth shall be blessed,” in Christ the seed ; therefore 
endless misery cannot be true. 


Another reason, which operates against the idea of endless 
misery is this—that it is diametrically opposed to the wish- 
es and desires of all true christiaus. All true christians, 
desire and pray, for the salvation of all men : and God has 
promised them, that he will grant them, the desires of their 
hearts. Anindividual with these Cesires, which spring 
from the fountaim of ineffable purity , can never be happy, 
should but one son or daughter of Adam be doomed to 
wail in ceaseless misery. The reason is plain; for in that ces¢ 
his desires could never be realized. But says the objector, 
may not the saints in heaven, be happy, while witnessing 
the endless misery of others, on the ground, that they will 
be pertect]y conformed to the will of God? Reply :—This 
we should the more willingly grant, were it the will of God, 
even our damnation ; but so far from this being thé case, 
we are expressly informed inthe scriptures, that this is 
the will of God, even our salvation, not our damnation. 
God “will have all men to be saved” &c. This is his will 
and pleasure ; and he tells us, that his “ counsel, purpose, 
or well shall stand, and that he will do all his pleasure.” 
Hence it is evident, that the more the saints in heaven are 
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conformed to the will of God, the greater will be their de- 
sires for the salvation of a!] men, and the more incomplete 
would their happiness be, could we suppose that those de- 
sires, would never be realized. Z. F. 


RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 


SATURDAY, August 7, 1824. 


DWSDICATION. 

Tar First InpEPENDENT Universatist Cuvurcn 

in this City, will be dedicated to ALMicGuT¥Y Gop on 

Wednesday the 18th instant. Rev. Hosea Ballou of Bos- 

ton is expected to deliver a discourse on the occasion.—On 

the following day (19th) the Rrv. Joun Bisek, Jr. will 
be Installed as Pastor. 

















MISSIONARIES.—It is stated in a leading Baptist pa- 
per, that 1000 Churches of that denomination are with- 
out pastors. Itis also said on other authority, that the 
United States need 7000 preachers at the present time. 
Admitting the propriety of this sort of preaching, where is 
the wisdom of sending Missionaries to the world’s end, for 
we know not what, at anenormous expense. The Seram- 
pore mission has now cost little more or less than FIFTY 
THOUSAND DOLLARS—Which amounts to TEN THOUS- 
AND POLLARS each Missionary ; and what have they 
done? Are they not a constant expense on this side the 
water? Inthe course of Twenty years, surely their mnuw- 
serous converts ought to support five, self-denying mission- 
aries, which are all now left, by Mr. Ward's account. O 
shame, where is thy blush. The prophets prophecy lies, 
and the priests bear rule through their means, and my peo- 
ple love to have it so. 


ON RELIGIOUS OPPOSITION. 


There is perhaps no particular instance of human con- 
duct, wherein more prudent caution is required, than in the 
discharge of those duties which relate to our treatment to- 
wards those who oppose our religious views. So many oc- 
easions are repeatedly presenting themselves to call forth 


the senttiment of resentment, that he must be possessed of 


high virtues indeed, wh can always preserve an even tem- 
per of mind, and uniformly manifest the dispositions of 
charity, forbearance and forgiveness. 

For us to give rules, however, which shall apply to every 
instance of opposition, cannot be expected im a single edito- 
rial article. These, it is obvious, must be varied according 
to the various methods, by which: our views are attacked. 
While some are constrained to oppose us from sincere mo- 
tives of honest concern, we have no doubt that others do it, 
out of the passions of jealousy or envy. Not a few are de- 
termined to misrepresent our sentiments ; many seek to de- 
fame the fair character of such as believe in the Finished 
Salvation ; while sume essay to point the finger of scorn, 
or to treat us with studied a ; and others, whose nez- 
Ject we should co.npuaratively est . a favour, seek for dis- 
putation, in order that they may, by hard sayings, wound 
the tender feelings, of honest belief. {t must be obvious 
therefore, that for us to apply written rules for mecting the 

multifarious methods of religious hostillity, could not come 
within the design of our remarks.—The most which we 
shall attempt to do at this time is, to suggest some genc rally 
rule, whereby we may both seve the honor of the cross 
of Christ, aud silence the opposition of our enemies. Like 





our Saviour Christ, whose examples should ever be before 
our eyes, to influence our conduct—IVhen you are rev iled, 
revile not again, and, when the cause of truth is at stake 
never desert your post. Forbearance of disposition and in- 
dependence of sentiment, should ever characterise a ehris- 
tian soldier. 

Whilst we believe, and most firmly do we believe it too, 
that it is our duty to exercise charity and forgiveness to- 
ward those who endeavor to injure us, we are not of the 
opinion, which we conceive too many have imbibed, that 
Christianity requires a submissive and abject servility of 
mind. We should have charity for others, but that chari- 
ty should never lead us to an approval of an erroneous and 
injurious principle. When others revile, we should not 
revile again ; but we should evince tosuch, that while our 
sentiments lead us to have charity for the man, they also 
demand of us, a manly defence of our own principles, and # 
prompt disapprobation of such as encourage them to rerile. 
There was never any thing gained to the cause of truth by 
succumbing to the domineering arrogance ofothers. Look 
into the history of Christ, and you willfind, that while he 
had compassion for his enemies, he never suffered himself 
to act the part of a submissive flatterer. Their false no- 
tions of religion, his charity never led him to acknowledge 
harmless; but, on the contrary, his independence prompted 
him to expose them. 


We repeat then, that a christian should preserve his con- 
victions of the superior excellency of his own honestly im- 
bibed sentiments, while at the same time he should remem- 
ber the liabilities of human nature to err, and consider the 
obligations, which are binding upon him, to exercise for- 
bearance and charity. Do unto others as you would have 
others do unto you. When you are opposed either by 
friends or enemies, evince to all, that your “faith works by 
love ;” and treat them with candor, generosity and good 
will. Wecannot at present adopt the seutiments of Dr. 
Goldsmith, that “the only successful method of attackiug a 
visionary is by ridicule ;” ridicule should have no place in 
achristian’s mind. Itis true there may be in the commu- 
nity, certain ignorant and visionary enthusiasts, whom no 
argument can convince, because they are not capable of 
seeing the force of any ; but, though ridicule is there the 
most profitably spent, (it being the only thing which can 
have any effect,) yet, we should rather wait with patience 
for the time, which is fast approaching, when by mmfluence 
of our literary institutions, society shall become better im- 
proved ; then such things must disappear. Ignorance and 
superstition are twin sisters ; but knowledge destroys them 
both.* It would be well for us, should we set it down as 
our motto, by which to regulate ourselves in our religious 
intercourse with the world ; to have mercy for the offences, 
charity for the failings, and a regard lo the virtues of all men; 
while, at the same time, we “contend earnestly for the faith 
once delivered to the saints.” —Christian Intelligencer. 


From the (Watertown N. Y.) Herald of Salvation. 


COMMENDABLE LIBERALITY. 


A circumstance has recently occurred in this 
village, which reflects the highest honor upon the 
good sense and christian candor of the members 
of the Methodist church in this piace ; and for the 
spiritual peace of Christendom, we sincerely hope 
this example may be followed by all denomina- 
tions of the disciples of Christ, whenever occa- 
sion may require. Mr. Ozias Foster, a member 
of the Methodist church, in reguiar standing and 
an approved exhorter, having become a conscien- 
cious believer in the doctrine of Universal grace, 

has been permitted, peaceably to withdraw from 
the Methodist connection, without expulsion 
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withont denunciations and anathemas, and without 
any attempt to disgrace him for an honest opinion. 
The reason assigned by his Methodist brethren 
for this course of conduct, was one of the best in 
the world, and one which might be supposed suffi- 
cient, by all who are disposed to treat others as 
they would wish to be treated : The reason was 
that they had no charge against him for immoral 
conduct, and of course that he has a perfect right 
to stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ hath 
made him free ; or in other words, that no peace. 
able, upright man should ever be molested for 
mere matt-rs of opinion. Every principle on 
which the social compact can rest—every princi 

ple of morality and religion evidently justifies this 
liberal poiicy ; and we “humbly pray to God, that 
all denominations may soon learn the importance 
of dnly regarding the unalienabie rights of every 
fellow creature. Surely the gospel of our salva- 
tion produces ‘‘peace on earth and good will a- 
mongst men.” 


NEW CHURCH. 


The Universalists in this village and its vicini- 
ty, are completing a Charch, which for conven- 
ience, durability and elegance of construction, is 
not exceeded by any house for public worship in 
this part of the state. About the first of Jan. last, 
the building committee commenced the collection 


of materials for the building. About the last of 


May, they began to lay the walls, and the roof was 
raised in little more than six weeks from the com- 
inencement of the work. The edifice ts of stone, 
and its dimensions are 64 feet in length and 46 
feetin breadth. Its location is one ofthe best in 
the village. It will probably be completed in 
Nov. next, and will cost about $7000. “Except 
the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that 
vaildit,”” Ps. 127, 1. “The Lord hath done 
«reat things for as, whereof we are glad,” Ps. 
126, 3. 

The erection of sucha building will serve to 
show the progress of liberal sentiments in this 
place, where the stated preaching of Universalism 
was commenced in the latter part of the year 
1820.—*'Great and marvellous are thy works 
Lord God Almighty ; justand true are thy ways, 
thou King of saints ; who shall not fear thee, O 
Lord, and glorify thy name? For thou only art 
holy ; for all nations shall come and worship be- 
fore thee ; for thy judgements are made manifest,” 
Kiev. 15, 3, 4.—Ibid. 

— 


From the Boston Patriot. 





Gentriremen: [fit will not be deemed incon- 
sistent with the design of a public newspaper, |! 
wish throngh the medium of your.journal, to call 
ihe attention of the ‘Theological world toa new 
onadeeply inter: ‘sting sul It ig en-], 


hook ye C 





titled *‘An Inquiry into the Scriptural import of 
he words Shoel, Hades, Tartarus, and (jehenna ; 
i translated Hell, in the common Engijish ver- 
sion. By Walter Balfour.”—Having recently 
perused it, and considering it calculate: | to under- 
mine one of the most universally received doc- 
trines of the Religion of our Forefat hers, T am 
anxious that it should be examined by some of our 
learned theological Doctors ; and ifits arguments 
can be refuted, that it should be done before they 
have had extensive influence. This is an age 
of bold investigation, and ours a countiry of free 
inquiry ; and all good and honest men must wish 
that asubject of the vast importance of the one 
discussed in his new work, should be ireed from 
doubt and uncertainty. 
An Inquirer after Truth. 





From the (Portland) Christian Intelligencer. 





Mr. Eprrorn—I am a person, who,if I know myself, am 
an anxious inquirer forthe truth. In the course of my in- 
quiries | have been privileged with reading Rev. Mr. Bal- 
four’s work, which has an increasing circulatioa in the coun- 
try, and caunot but confess that the arguments made use of 
by the author, appear to me so conclusive that I am almost 
persuaded to become a Universalist. I have applied toa 
number of learned divines and laymen in ray vicinity, to 
point out to me the errors of his arguments, but none as yet 
have been able so todo. The object of my writing this 
communication is to be informed whether you know of any 
person engaged to answer it? If no one hus calculated on 
this, | do most earnestly exhort some of the learned divines 
of America, who are capable of showing his errors, if he 
has notargued on just and conclusive grounds, to hasten 
speedily tothe work of confuting his sentiments, before 
many are led by it to embrace the doctrine of Universal 
Salvation. Pardon my freedom. Yours, &c. 

STEARNS 


REPLY. 


in answer to the question of our Friend Stearns we reply 
that we have not heard that any one has not engaged to an- 
swer Balfour's Inquiry. We have heard that a certaiu 
Calvinistic preacher in this State, on beinz asked whether 
it was probable that the Orthodox would answer it ; repli- 
ed, that it was most likely they would not, and assigned as 
the principal reason, that they considered it beneath theor 
notice ! On being informed of this, we could not but pity 
that effort which some people make to appear great ia their 
own littleness : 


*As.if upon a full proportioned dome, 

On swelling columns heav’d, the pride of art, 

A critic fly, whose feeble ray scarce spreads 

An inch around, with blind presumption bold, 
Should dare to tax the structure of the whole !” 


It is amusing sometimes to observe the arts which too 
many of our enemies resort to, to form an excuse for obser- 
ving a studied silence on Universalist publications. When 
they are convinced that a work is unanswerable, and that 
they cannot confute it, they set off in insect swelling and 
declare it beneath their noticc! To us this appears to be a 
subterfuge, miserable indeed. The work above men- 
tioned is nof “beneath the notice” ofany divine whatever ; 
and could those self-elevated gentlemen disprove the 
learned author’s arguments, we h ave no doubt, that instead 
of professing to think so lightly of it they would fee! mucl 





17 it. 


yea. very much honored in noticing 
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From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 


ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 


[ attended meeting a short time since where a young 
Methodist preacher opened his mouth and taught the peo- 
ple saying: ‘he word eternal and everlasting are all the 
same in the Greek, (tho’ he knows no more of Greek than 
a Parrot) aid that some people said that this word in the 
original meunt nothing more than age-lasting, and as that 
Was the only word we had to prove the duration of God, of 
course we liad only an age-lasting God ; and with an air 
sufficiently dignified, he looked at me as though the laurels 
of victory already covered his learned craneum. He re- 
marked that: some people said that it made no difference 
how we lived: we should be just as well off to live in our 
sinas todo wight. After meeting he was asked what Uni- 
versalist preacher he heard say that it made no difference 
how we lived. He said he never heard any preacher say 
so, he believed they preached as good morals as any preach- 
ers. Hewas then requested to tell what Universalist he 
heard say so. He then said he did not say it was a Univer- 
salist. He was told that he was so understood. 1 howev- 
er informed him that | was passing through the country, 
and should like to know what man he heard make such a 
foolish remark, and if [ happened in the town where he 
lived, ! would call on him. He said he had forgot his name. 
He was then desired to say what town he lived in—but he 
had forgot that too. He was then desired to name the 
state, but alas a day! he had forget even that!! I then 
told him that I did not believe he ever heard any person 
say as he had stated. But how do you think it ended? 
Why, forsooth ; he rather thought it was some drunken 
man in Massachusetts!! ‘The preacher’s name was Har- 
rington and the town in which he preached was Kingston, 
N.H. 

ELIPHALET CASE, Jr. 


PUBLIC THEOLOGICAL CONTROVERSY. 

We learn that a public theological discussion took place 
in Philadelphia, in the Rev. Mr. Kneeland’s Church, on 
the 15th ult. aud ended on the 16th, between Rev. W. L. 
Walla, a Presbyterian, and Rey. Abner Kneeland, a Uni- 
versalist. ‘The invitation was given by Mr. M’Calla, and 
the propos.tion for discussion, was, “Js the punislanent of 
the weeked absolutcly eternal ! or is it only alemporary pun- 
ishment in this world, for their good, and to be succeeded by 
eternal happiness after death?” ules of confereuce were 
adopted and signed by tle parties, one of which was, that, 
“the discussion shall be moderated by three men, each o! 





the parties choosing one, and these two a third, who shall 
he considered the President of the bench.” One of these} 
Judges we understand to have been the celebrated Rev. 
Mr. Hogan, of Roman Catholic memory. The discussion; 
seems to have excited very general attention—the bouse| 
Was much thronged, and stenographers attended tu take 
down and report the arguments on both sides. Each party 
spoke 19 hours, in speeches of 30 minutes each, according 
to the rule prescribed. “The argument turned principal- 
ly on the will of God.” and according to the last Gazetteer, 
the Presbyterian was pretty eflectually silenced. We 
shall wait with anxiety, for the reported arguments of the 
Rey. gentlemen.——Ch. Int. 


——2 + oe 


Can Christ onr God a Moloch be, 
Pleas’d with his orcatures’ misery ? 
Dooming nine-tenths of meu that fell, 
‘Lo buruing flames and endless Lell ? 


No, Lord, thy name and neture’s love 
‘Yo all mankind thy bowel. meve ; 
"shy saving grace tor all is free, 
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